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PREFACE 

Every education system uses its own specific terminology to describe the characteristics of its 
organisation and operation. In trying to understand and make reliable comparisons of how the various 
education systems in Europe really work, we are often confronted with questions of terminology. The 
development of precise'markers'for reference purposes is thus absolutely essential for better mutual 
understanding and to encourage good quality communication in an enlarged Europe in which 
student and teaching staff mobility, as well as the openness of education and training systems to the 
world at large, are essential aims of cooperation. 

For these reasons, the Eurydice Network in 1999 launched a new series entitled the European Glossary 
on Education. Four volumes have already been published. They are concerned respectively with 
examinations, qualifications and titles (a second edition appeared in 2004), educational institutions 
(2000), teaching staff (2002) and management, monitoring and support staff (2003). Preparation of a 
fifth volume on formal decision-making, management and consultative bodies is under way. 

This edition of the volume on educational institutions in Europe constitutes an update of the 2000 
edition. It covers the 25 Member States of the European Union, the three EFTA/EEA countries, Bulgaria 
and Romania. 

The Glossary offers a detailed presentation of the terminology used at national level to designate 
institutions at all educational levels. This second edition covers institutions which provide adult 
education, as well as those for pupils and students with special educational needs. 

It sets out the official or most widely-used terms specific to a particular national education system in a 
way that will enable readers to conveniently locate their definitions and form a better understanding 
of the reality behind one system compared to another. A guide to the use of the Glossary\s presented 
by way of introduction. It contains all relevant definitions and outlines the different aspects covered 
in the explanatory note on each term. 

The Eurydice European Unit is very grateful to all National Units in the Network for their invaluable 
contribution to the quality of this publication. 

The presentation, drafting and publication of the volume are entirely the responsibility of the Eurydice 
European Unit. 

By making this Glossary available to all who attempt to compare, understand or translate terms specific 
to the field of education, the Eurydice Network hopes to make a further contribution to the greater 
transparency of education systems in Europe. 

Patricia Wastiau-Schlüter 
Head of the Eurydice European Unit 
October 2005 
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ntroduction 

This second edition of Volume 2 of the European Glossary on Education comprises 670 national terms 
used in the 2004/05 school year to designate categories or types of educational institution in the 
education system that cater for pupils, students and adult learners. 

The terms included refer to institutions providing: 
- pre-primary education (education-oriented programmes whether provided in a school or other 

setting); 
- primary education; 
- secondary education; 
- post-secondary education; 
- tertiary education; 
- education for pupils with special educational needs (SEN); 
- adult education institutions (A.Ed.). 

The glossary only includes institutions offering full- or part-time education and training which is 
provided in a school setting or alternates with practical training in a company or training centre. 

In many countries, institutions at primary, secondary or even tertiary level also offer adult education 
programmes in evening classes. These details are not mentioned in the glossary. However, if an 
institution offering mainstream education also provides daytime adult education, it is indicated in the 
explanatory note. Institutions exclusively intended for adult education have a separate entry in this 
glossary but only if their courses lead to recognised qualifications. 

Military academies are only included in the glossary if their courses lead to officially recognized formal 
qualifications. 

The glossary is neither a directory of individual institutions, nor a list of courses of study available 
within a particular stage, or cycle, of education. 

It does not include specific terms which denote: 
- pre-primary settings in which staff do not have a compulsory teaching qualification or another 

specialised qualification in education; 
- institutions that provide solely in-service training, or distance learning institutions; 
- private non-subsidised institutions (receiving very little or no support from the public sector). 

In order to be accessible to a wide range of readers, the terms relating to educational institutions are 
presented in two parts. 

In the first section the reader will find all the terms listed in alphabetical order for all countries and 
educational levels. Only the main terms, standard abbreviations and synonyms are included in the 
alphabetical list. Besides the explanatory note on the term, the information given for each entry 
includes a country reference, the most common grammatical forms of the basic term, and the level of 
programmes offered by the institution. 
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The second section comprises summary tables. These are presented by country. The terms are 
classified by level of education. Three categories of i n stitution are distingui shed institutions providing 
mainstream education, separate schools for learners with SEN and adult education institutions. 
Abbreviations and synonyms are shown in brackets.The symbol (·) after a term means that institutions 
of this type may provide adult education as part of their role. Certain details of specific characteristics 
are shown below the summary tables where this is likely to contribute to understanding of the 
national situation. 

The advantage of this dual structure is that it offers different routes of access to information. Readers 
who know a term but do not know what it means can search in the alphabetical list to find the name 
of the country, the explanatory note and related terms. However, if, for example, they need to search 
forali the terms used in a given country to refer to any particular level of education, they may consult 
the national summary table and can then return to the alphabetical table for a fuller definition of each 
of the terms. 
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User's guide 

Gimnazia (rViMHa3i/m) 
Country: Bulgaria 
Grammatical variants: Gimnazii 
Level:ISCED3 
Explanatory note: Institution offering 4 years of full-time general upper secondary educa­
tion to students aged from 15 to 19. Admission is based on successful completion of lower 
secondary education at I Osnovno utchilishte and I Progimnazia. The Ministry of Educa­
tion and Science has overall responsibility for these public and private institutions. They are 
co-educational and non-denominational. Public establishments are centrally and munici­
pally funded. No fees are payable. Private establishments are self funded. This institution 
can be attached to an osnovno utchilishte. Students who pass the compulsory final examina­
tion receive the certificate diploma za zavurcheno sredno obrazovanie, which gives access to 
vocational post-secondary training at I Profesionalen kolej or to tertiary education at 
I Academia (+), I Kolej, > Universitet. 

Main terms (in original language) 
For the purposes of the glossary, an educational institution is defined as a legal entity in its own right, 
recognised by the State as fulfilling the required conditions laid down in the relevant legislation and 
educational regulations, and whose staff possess recognised qualifications in education. Departments 
or subdivisions of an institution, like a faculty of a university for example, are not mentioned unless 
the independent faculties have a status equivalent to that of a university. 

Terms appear in the nominative singular form, unless only the plural is used. 

The expression appears in the official language of the country. Greek and Bulgarian terms are translit­
erated into the Roman alphabet with the term in the Greek or Cyrillic alphabet in parentheses. 

Only the official terms for educational establishments are used and not specific names of establish­
ments. Thus, primary school, gymnasium, grande école are included as fypes of establishment, but spe­
cific institutions of these types (London Road Primary School, Gymnasium St Servatius, École Nationale 
d'Administration) are not. 

Common or conventional denominations and synonyms have been included if they are widely used 
and well known and might appear in texts about the education system. These have a specific entry 
with a cross-reference to the principal term. 

Since the same term may be used to denote different concepts in different countries, readers should 
always check that the definition corresponds to the country for which they require information. The 
name of the country is always indicated below the term. 

Types of educational institution that no longer exist are mentioned only if they are still referred to in 
national documents on education. 

Grammatical variants 
This heading covers the grammatical variants of each term (declined and plural forms, with the excep­
tion of those in English and French which involve only the addition of -s), indicating the main forms 
that the term may take in a text. These grammatical variants make it possible to find entries and the 
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definition of a term even if the spelling is not identical with that of the basic term. In languages which 
use a large number of different grammatical forms, such as Finnish or Hungarian, only the root of the 
word is indicated and is marked with an asterisk (*), so that the reader will recognise the unchanging 
part of the word. One or two examples of the main declined forms will be given. 

Levels of education 
The level of education specified corresponds to the level of the educational programme which is 
offered by an educational institution. However, some establishments provide education at several 
levels (e.g. folkeskole in Denmark cater for primary and lower secondary age pupils). The level or lev­
els of education indicated for each institution represent the level(s) of the educational programme(s) 
typically offered. 

The definitions of each level of educational programme comply with the criteria used in the UNESCO 
International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED 1997). This Classification is an instrument 
geared to the collection of statistics on education at international level. It covers two cross-classifica­
tion variables, namely fields of study and levels of education, with the two further dimensions of gen-
eral/vocational/pre-vocational orientation and the transition from education to the labour market. It 
covers 'all organised and sustained learning activities for children, youth and adults including those 
with special educational needs, irrespective of the institution or entity that provides them or the form 
they take'.The ISCED 97 headings, together with their short descriptions and the way they are used in 
the present Glossary, are explained below. For further information on ISCED 97, readers should visit: 
http://portal.unesco.org. 

• ISCED 0: The initial stage of organised instruction, which generally begins at the age of 3 and lasts between 2 
and 3 years (pre-primary education). These programmes are designed to introduce very young children to a 
school-type environment. On completing them, children continue their education at ISCED level 1. 

• ISCED 1: Programmes at this level generally begin between the ages of 5 and 7 and last 4 to 6 years. They 
are designed to give pupils a sound basic education in reading, writing and mathematics, along with an 
elementary understanding of other subjects such as history, geography, natural science, social science, art 
and music. This level also includes programmes suited to children with special educational needs and pro­
grammes for adults. In many countries, ISCED level 1 corresponds to primary education, or the first years 
of basic education, wherever compulsory education is provided in the form of a single structure with no 
distinction between its primary and secondary levels. 

• ISCED 2: Educational content at this level is generally designed to complete the provision of basic education 
beginning at ISCED level 1, and usually entails 3 to 4 years of schooling. Programmes at this level are often 
based on a more subject-oriented pattern. Completion of ISCED level 2 often coincides with the end of com­
pulsory education. Education is normally general, but in some countries technical or vocational courses are 
offered at this level. It also includes programmes suited to children with special educational needs and adult 
education programmes. 

ISCED level 2 corresponds to the final years of basic education, wherever compulsory education is pro­
vided in the form of a single structure with no distinction between its primary and secondary levels. In all 
cases, this Glossary uses the common expression 'lower secondary education' in the explanatory notes on 
terms for institutions offering ISCED level 2 programmes. 

In countries in which compulsory education is provided in a single structure without any transition between 
ISCED levels 1 and 2, the name of the institution and the two levels concerned are stated in the'level of edu­
cation'column. 
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