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Urbana and Paris, September 20, 2021 

Since ancient times, the development, distribution, and management of specialized terms has 
accompanied, and even triggered, advances in science, technology, diplomacy, and other areas 
impacting society. Throughout the centuries, terminology has enabled the communication and 
application of new knowledge which in turn has fostered further innovation benefitting society. 
 
The theories and methodologies used by present-day terminologists have evolved over the past 
centuries, with more intense shifts in recent decades, so that today Terminology is emerging as a 
distinct discipline and practice. It is important, in the quest for disciplinary recognition, to have a 
comprehensive historical record of the field. Notable figures, events, organizations, and research 
activities have contributed to Terminology over the centuries around the world and although some 
may be described in the literature, to date there has been no attempt to produce a global, balanced 
account of the history of Terminology as a discipline in a single cohesive publication.  
 
We thus plan to publish a collection of papers on the History of Terminology in a single volume, in 
John Benjamin's Terminology and Lexicography Research and Practice series.  The proposed volume 
will be co-edited by Kara Warburton and John Humbley. 
 
Call for contributions 
 
We are inviting contributions that describe historical events and figures relating to Terminology in 
various countries, regions or language communities, with a focus on the 20th century (the previous 
periods are being separately assigned). Contributions should be  approximately 6000-8000 words in 
length, in English. 
 

Prospective contributors are requested to submit an abstract for consideration. Abstracts should be 
about 400 words in length and include 6 keywords. 
 
Key dates 
 

• Deadline for receipt of abstracts: November 30, 2021 

• Acceptance/rejection notice: April 1, 2022 

• Deadline for complete submission: October 1, 2022 

• Publication anticipated: 2023 
 
Send submissions to both email addresses below: 
 

karacw@illinois.edu 
humbley@eila.univ-paris-diderot.fr 

 
Kara Warburton, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign   
John Humbley, Université de Paris 


